PROSPERITY OF A GOSPEL CHURCH __ © 7 


CONSIDERED : 


A SERMON, 


THE EBENEZER-CHAPEL, 


at 
LEEDS, 
: = January 14, 1789, 
and published at the Request of the Hearers. 
e a4. 


BY WILLIAM CRABTREE. 


PI 


* 


ben had the churches ren and were edified, and cuall- 
ing in the fear of the Lord, and the comfort of the Haly Ghost, 


Tere ST Acts ix. 31. 
BRADFORD, 
printed for the Author, by : A 2 
GEORGE NICHOLSON ; 
and sold by 
T. WII LS „Vo. 2. Stationers*-conrt, near 2 London, 0 


and by the Booksellers in the Country. 


PRICE SIXPENCE» 


WZz 4. 


PREFACE. 


ppp > qr gre ger gee es 


J T has been justly observed by an author of great 
reputation, that apologies for the publication of a 
book are needless; for every man has a right to 
enquire after truth, to think and judge for himself, 
and to publish the result of his researches to the 
world, / he chuses. Were I disposed to apologize 


Por the printing of the following discourse, I might 


urge the pressing solicitations of those who heard it 
from the pulpit, both ministers and others ; and the 
hope that I have of its being, through a divine bles- 
sing, made useful to candid, serious and unprejudi- 
ced readers, I am very sensible, that in this age, 
in which infidelity and dissipation prevail in the 
world, and lukewarmness. and declensions in the 
church, the subject here considered will be deemed 
very unpopular, and the sermon will gain but few 
readers. l . 
The negleft of discipline in the societies of 
professing christians, is an affeting consideration, 
and a sad indication of the declining state of pure 
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and undefiled religion, We frequently hear those 


expressing their concern on this head, who have the 


Hrosperity of Zion at heart. It has often been re- 


marked by such, that the unthriving state of many 


churches, is owing, in part, to a want of order, 


The freedom I have used in the following pages 
with regard to this, I expect will expose me to cen- 
Sure, Yet I trust there are a few who will kind- 
ly and candidly receive what is honestly intended, 
however plain and homely it may be in its dress. 
 Those who first heard the discourse, it is 
hoped, will excuse the few alterations I have made 
in preparing it for the press, and the introduction 
of some ideas which escaped me in the delivery. 


it shall please that gracious Being, who perfects 


his praise out of the mouth of babes and suck- 
lings, to crown my feeble endeavours with his bles- 
sing, so as that the minds of any may be revived, or 
their manners reformed hereby, I hope I Shall be 
truly thankful. 


WILLIAM CRABTREE. 


BRADFORD, 
Feb. 14, 1789. 
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PROSPERITY OF A GOSPEL CHURCH 


CONSIDERED. 


Ps5alm cxviii. 25. 
— O LORD, I BESEECH THEE, SEND NOW PROSPERITY. 


I N whatever situation of life the Supreme Dis- 
poser of events has placed us, prosperity is an 
object of desire. Men of all principles, profes- 
sions and characters wish to prosper. Those who 
are strangers to the spirit of devotion which dic- 
tated the words we have now read, who will not 
seek unto God, nor request the favour at his 
hands; nay even men who deny the government 
of his providence, will readily own, that prosper- 


ity in any undertaking, is, in On pleasing 
and desirable. 
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Prosperity or success, in any line of life, 
Stands opposed to adversity and dissapointment. 
While the former is pursued and sought with 
eagerness, the latter are universally dreaded. In 
every enterprise, the hope of success animates the 
mind, invigorates the spirits, and actuates the 
hand of industry. Let this prospect be cut off, 
or even suspended, and immediately the heart 
desponds, courage fails, and vivacity sinks into a 
dead stagnation. It is the hope of prosperity, 
whether well or ill founded, that keeps all in mo- 
tion. The probability of success inspires the 
general with courage to undergo the toils of mil- 
itary life, to encounter the dangers of a campaign, 
and to lead up his troops to the field of battle. 
Without this, the mariner would loiter in his 
port, the merchant would sink into dispirited in- 
dolence, the exchange would be shut up, trade 
and commerce would dwindle, and activity lose 
its spring. 

Prosperity is either spiritual or temporal. 
It relates either to the body or the soul; to the 
concerns of the present life, or to those of the life 
to come. Prosperity in the words before us, as 
it stands connected with salvation, requested in 
the same verse, must undoubtedly be taken in a 
spiritual point of view. It may be understood, 
eicher as personal, referring to the fruitfulness and 


comtort of an individual; so the soul of Gaius is 
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said to proper ; or it may be taken in a social 
view, as relating to the church of God in general. 
So the primitive societies of christians prospered, 
when they had rest, walking in the fear of the 
Lord, and the comfort of the Holy Ghost, and were 
multiplied. Personal and social prosperity have 
a certain dependence on each other, and are often 
in happy connection. If a particular saint be 
lively, fruitful and comfortable, it must occasion 
pleasure to his spiritual associates, so far as it is 
known to them; and on the other hand, the pros- 
perity of the church of God, inspires the hearts 
of individuals with joy and gladness. Such is the 
nature of that true christian sympathy which the 
apostle recommends, when he exhorts us to re- 
joice with them that do rejoice. 

What I intend and wish to keep in view, in 
the whole of my address to you on the present 
occasion, . is the prosperity and happiness of a 
church of Jesus Christ properly so called. 

Should any of my hearers be disposed to ask 
what I mean by a church of Jesus Christ, I re- 
ply; By a church of Christ I do not mean any 
particular place appropriated to religious worship. 
Some such places, in vulgar language, are called 
churches, with what propriety I leave others to 
determine. Nor do I intend a whole nation of 
men, as the collective body of the Jews under the 
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former dispensation, is called the church in the 
wwilderness, Nor do I here intend the whole of 
God's. elect, though these are often called his 
church. In this general sense of the term, God's 
chosen in every period of time, and multitudes 
yet unborn, are included.“ But by a church of 
Christ, I would be understood to mean, when I 
Speak of its prosperity, a select number of persons, 
called of God by grace, separated from the rest of 
mankind by sovereign power, professing repent- 
ance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, maintaining the truths of the everlasting 
gospel, and walking under the influence thereof, 
conformable to the divine law ; uniting together 
in christian fellowship; and usually assembling 
in one place for mutual comfort and edification. 
This 1s a plain, but, I hope, just definition of a 
gospel church, according to the New Testament. 
Such churches there were at Jerusalem, at Cor- 
mth, at Rome, in Galatia, and elsewhere. Such 
churches, I trust, there are now; and in favour 
of them we may and ought to pray, as in my text. 


O Lord, 1 beseech thee, gend now prosperiy. Inn 


treating of these words, perhaps the following 


| method may be adopted with some propriety. 


I. To shew you, that whatever degree of 
prosperity the church enjoys, it is the Lord that 
Sends it. 


* Eph, v. 25, 26. 
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II. What is requisite to the prosperity of a 
christian church, and wherein that prosperity con- 
sĩsts. | 

III. What ought to be the conduct and 
practice of the individuals of such a society, in 
order to the enjoyment of this blessing. And, 
IV. To close the whole with a few remarks 
by way of use. | 

I. We begin then by attempting to shew 
you, that whatever degree of prosperity the church 
of Christ is favoured with, it is the Lord that 
sends it. As this is a truth indisputable in itself, 
and evidently deducible from the words of our 
text, so, for christians to have their minds deeply 
impressed with a sense of it, is of great impor- 
tance. Let it then be remembered, 

1. That the Lord is the author, cause and 
fountain of all blessedness. He, and he only, is 
infinitely good. In goodness he is abundant, 
and from him to fallen man, cometh every good, 
and every perfect gift. As the origin of all feli- 
city, he is called, with striking propriety, the 
Father of mercy, and the God of all comfort. The 
grace which every believer receives, and which is 
Shed on the church in general, is all derived from 
him, who hath revealed himself to us as the God 
of all grace. A christian society may with hu- 
mility, confidence and joy, look up to him whose 
benignity is better than life, and who taketh plea- 
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Sure in the prosperity of his servants, and say, in 
the grateful language of the pious psalmist, all 
our Springs are in thee. 

2. The Lord hath promised prosperity to 
his church. The promises of God are suited to 
the various circumstances of his people, in their 
passage through the wilderness of this world. 
We learn from these promises, not only what the 
Lord is to those tat love him, and how dear they 
are to him, but also, what he is able and willing 
at all times to do for them. To his church he 
has promised, that in all places where he has re- 
corded bis name, he will come to them, and will 
bless them; and that though the number of his 
children met together be but #wwo or three, he will 
be in the midst of them. This encouragement we 
have from the lips of our gracious Redeemer, 
Subjoined to the commission he gave to his dear 
disciples. Lo I am with you alway, even to the 
end of the world. So dear is Zion to her King 
and Governor, that it is said, he loves her gates 
more than all the dwellings of men besides ; that 
Zion is his rest for ever and ever, where he will 
dwell, and not only make provision for her in- 
habitants, but abundantly bless it to them, and 
Satisfy the poor with bread. As he said to Moses, 
$0, he, in effect, says to every regular and orderly 
christian society, I will make all my goodness pass 
before thee. To such a society, the directing and 
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consolatory message from heaven is, Live in 
peace, and the God of love and peace shall be with 
vou. Fort 
3. We learn from the sacred scriptures, that 
the church's dependence is, and ought to be, on 
the Lord, for prosperity, and every needed bless- 
ing. Those who are the subjects of Bible-chris- 
tianity, are taught to know their own weak ness, 
emptiness and insufficiency; that they are with- 
out strength, that in their flesh dwells no good thing, 
that they are insufficient in themselves to relieve 
themselves, or to do any ching spiritually good, 
and acceptable in the sight of God. As such, 
they are fully convinced, not only that they live, 
move, and have their being in him, as creatures, 
but as christians also. Hence their resolution is, 
to look up to the hills from whence their help com- 
eth, as well knowing, that their help cometh from 
the name of the Lord, wha made heaven and earth, 
They see, they feel in the course of their daily 
experience, that without Christ, they have nothing, 
nor can do any thing. When they speak of doing 
or suffering any thing according to the will of 
God, they are careful to ascribe all, not to them- 
selves but to his grace which-is with them, and 
which worketh in - them to will and to do of his 
good pleasure; saying with the blessed apostle 
Paul, I can do all things through Christ which 
Strengtheneth me, In humble confidence, there- 
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fore, they trust in the name of the Lord for merty 
and grace to help in time of need; they stay them- 
Selves on the God of truth and faithfulness, they 
lean on the beloved as they come up from the wil- 


dierness, towards their Father's house above. 


4. The earnest cries and requests of the 
Lord's people at the throne of grace indicate the 
truth of our proposition, that prosperity is from 
above. From the petitions of holy men recorded 
in the scriptures, we may easily learn their senti- 
ments on the point in question. We find one 
wrestling with the angel of the covenant, and say- 
ing, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me; 
another crying, Lord, lift up the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon us; others pleading with all the en- 
ergy of faith and fervour, Help us, O God of our 
salvation, for the glory of thy name; Turn us 
again, O Lord God of hosts, cause thy face to shine, 
and we shall be saved loo down from heaven, 
behold and visit this vine, and the vineyard which 
thy right hand has planted, the branch that thou 
madest strong for thyself; go will not we go back 
from thee; quicken us, and we will call upon thy 
name; save now O Lord, I beseech thee, O Lord, 
I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 

5. That prosperity is from God, is likewise 
evident from the mournful complaints which the 
church makes to him, when he hides- his face, 
suspends his gracious influence, and withdraws his 
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comforting presence. It has often been said, that 
the worth of mercies is best learned by the want 
and loss of them. When the Comforter that 
Should relieve the Soul is far from her, the com- 
plaint is, For these things I weep, mine eye, mine 
eye runneth down with water; O Lord, behold 
my affiittion ; like a crane or a swallow 50 did I 
chatter; I did mourn as a dove; mine eyes fail 
with looking upward: O Lord, I am oppressed, 
undertake for me. The church, in the Song of 
Solomon is represented as in this disconsolate con- 
dition. I opened to my beloved, but my beloved 
had withdrawn himself, and was gone; I sought 
him, but I could not find him, I called him, but he 
gave me no answer. The watchmen that go about 
the city found me; to whom I Said, aum ye him 
whom my soul loveth ?-----Thou hidest thy face, 
Says the royal psalmist, and I am troubled. Such 
is the distress of gracious souls, such are their 
complaints to God, when denied the blessing re- 
quested in the text, They well know, it seems 
then, from whom it proceeds. 
On the other hand, 

6. The praises and thanksgivings offered up 
to God by good men, for any degree of prosper- 
ity with which they are favoured, serve farther to 
to illustrate the point in question, As they 
mourn and complain before God in seasons of 


darkness and adversity, so they pay their grateful 
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acknowledgments to him when he heals their 
breaches, binds up their wounds, aud crowns 
them with the blessings of his goodness. When 
he comes down upon them in his gracious influen- 
ces as rain on the mown grass, when they are cau- 
sed, under the bedewings of his grace, to revive 
as the corn, to grow as the vine, and to cast forth 
their roots as the cedars in Lebanon; then, by the 
love and gratitude which inspire their hearts, and 
the songs of praise which flow from their lips, 
they shew the deep sense they have of their un- 
worthiness of these favours, and that all their 
prosperity is of the Lord. Not unto us, not unto 
us, O Lord, but to thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy, and for thy truth's ate. O Lord, I will 
praise thee; though thou wast angry with me, thine 
anger is turned away, and thou comfortest me. 
Behold, God is my salvation ; I will trust and not 
be afraid; for the Lord Jebovab is my strength, 
and my song; he also is become my Salvation, 
The Lord hath done great things for us whereof we 
are glad. 

We proceed to consider, 

II. Wherein the prosperity of the church 1 
Christ consists, and what is requisite in order to it, 

I would just beg leave to observe, that the 
prosperity of a church does not consist in the 
largeness of her number. It is true, a church 
may be very numerous, and yet very prosperous, 


A GOSPEL CHURCH. 15 


$4þ $+Þ +4þ 62 ++6Þ $294 42+: n 


The church at Jerusalem had a multitude of dis- 
ciples in her communion, and yet they were of 
one heart, and of one soul. And the increase of 
a church, in many being added to the Lord, such 
as shall be 5aved, is an object greatly to be desir- 
ed and longed for. Yet a church-may be very 
small, and still very happy. This may be con- 
cluded from our Lord's own words, where he has 
promised to afford his gracious presence to 29 
or three. The number of communicants in a 
church, therefore, is no certain rule whereby to 
Judge either of their prosperity or the contrary. - 
2. Nor does a church's prosperity consist in 
worldly riches. It is true, the members of a church 
may be very opulent, abounding in all the good 
things of this life, and yet be rich towards God, 
and fruitful in experience and good works. 
But on the other hand, the individuals of a chris- 
tian community may be very poor in this world, 
and yet flourish, be fruitful and comfortable in a 
spiritual view. It is well known, that great rich- 
es are incentives to pride, and those who possess 
them are frequently too sensible of their own im- 
portance. They are too apt to overvalue them- 
selves on account of their wealth, and can hardly 
be prevailed upon to submit to rule. There are 
indeed many persons of worth and eminence, who 
are as much distinguished by their humility, con- 
descension and benevolence, as they are by the 
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rank in life in which divine providence has pla- 
ced them. Their characters are amiable, and 
their generous exertions for the support of the 
Redeemer's interest, entitle them to a high degree 
of regard. But these instances in our churches 
are not very numerous. There are among us, 
not many mighty. Jesus Christ was very poor in 
this world ; and many of his followers, and those 
who constitute the societies of his saints, have, 
among others, this mark of conformity to him. 
However, neither riches nor poverty are certain 
evidences of a church's prosperity. 

Nor yet, | 

3. Does it consist in outward pomp and 
splendour. These, it is true, are captivating to 
vulgar minds. The church of Rome seems to be 
formed on a plan quite suited to the corrupt pre- 
judices of such minds, and entirely opposite to 
the amiable simplicity of primitive times. To 
what lengths of outward show and parade they 
have proceeded, needs not to be told. Men are 
very apt to forget the maxim established and con- 
Stantly adhered to by our Divine Leader; M 
kingdom is not of this world. It needs not the 
gaudy trappings of superstitious pomp. The 
Redeemer of mankind assumed no worldly splen- 
dour ; nor did his immediate disciples and follow- 


ers assume any. Let us beware lest we be per- 


verted from the simplicity that is in Christ. The 
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church is in a militant state. Her glory and 
happiness consist not in outward adornings. Let 
it be her aim to be glorious within, and to haye 
on the ornaments which are in the 5ight of God of 
great price. The grandeur of the house where 
divine worship is performed, the ornaments where- 
with it may be decorated, and the external dress, 
either of ministers or hearers, are things which 
stand entirely unconnected with a church's pros- 
perity; nor are they at all conducive to it. 

Having given these hints by way of caution, 
to prevent mistakes, I proceed to observe in the 
affirmative, that 
1. To the prosperity of a gospel nn 
is requisite, that the persons who compose it be 
separated from the world by converting grace. 
That they be not dead in sin, but alive to G 
through Jesus Christ. These are the e to 
whom spiritual prosperity is promised. 
I he goodness of a house depends much on 
the quality of the materials of which it is built. 
The dignity, glory and happiness of a church de- 
pend no less on the quality of those who consti- 
tute it. They must be the subjects of divine 
grace, called out of darkness into marvellous light ; 
filled with the knowledge and renewed after the 
image of God; adorned with the fruits of the 
Spirit ; love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
b | 
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goodness, faith, meekness and temperance ; against 
which there is no law. They who are united to- 
gether in gospel fellowship, must be of those 


whom God hath formed for himself, to shew forth 


his praise. They must be lively stones, fit mate- 
rials to be built up a Spiritual house.“ They 
must be an holy priesthood, to offer up Spiritual 
Sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. They 
must be new creatures, created unto good works. 
To a prosperous church it may in truth be said, 
Ze were sometimes darkness, but now ye are light in 
the Lord; ye are no more Strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the Saints, and of the 
housebold of God ; ye are God's husbantry, ye are 
God's building, & growing up to a holy temple in the 
Lord. To none but such a church as this, can 
belong that prosperity of which we speak. 

2. To the prosperity of a church it is like- 
wise requisite, that it be founded on the precious 
truth of God-revealed in his word. The truth 
meets with a cordial reception only in the church, 
and among the people of God, who know it, and 
are made free by it. They can do nothing 
against, but for the truth. They receive the truth 
in the love of it. They are of the truth, and they 
walk in the truth. They are therefor» said to be 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets. 


* Pet. ü. g. + Eph. ii. 19. $ 2 Cor. ili. 9. I Eph. ii. 20. 
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The words of our Saviour, deserve particular at- 
tention here, © Whosoever cometh to me, and 
heareth my sayings, and doth them, I will shew 
you to whom he is like. He is like a man which 
built an house, and digged deep, and laid the 
foundation on a rock; and when the flood arose, 
the stream beat vehemently upon the house, and 
could not shake it; for it was founded on a rock. 
But he that heareth, and doth not, is like a man 
that, without a foundation, built an house upon 
the earth ; against which the stream did beat ve- 
hemently, and immediately it fell, and the ruin of 
that house was great.. 

3. That it be properly organized, and fur- 
nished with suitable officers, according to the new 
Testament. The ordinary officers in a gospel 
church, which are of divine appointment, are the 
pastor, and the deacons.}F It is true, these are 
not essential to the existence, or constitution of a 
church; since they are to be chosen to their of- 
fice by the church, from among themselves: yet 
they are without dispute, necessary to the com- 
fort, the honour and well-being of a church. The 
work of the one 1s to preach the word, and ad- 
minister the ordinances ; to feed, watch over, and 
take care of the flock committed to his charge. 
The business of deacons is to take care of the 

b 2 


* Luke vi. 47, 48,49. + Phil. i. 1. 6 Acts vi. 3. 
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poor,* to receive and distribute the church's 
bounty, and, in a word, to have the management 
of the temporal affairs of the society. The pros- 
perity of a church is closely connected with the 
reputable and faithful discharge of these several 
trusts. Which leads me, more particularly to 
remark, | 

4. That the church's prosperity depends, as 
a means, on the piety, spirituality, diligence and 
fidelity of her minister. A carnal, licentious, 
time-serving minister never was, nor ever will be 
owned of God for the promotion of the interest 
of Christ. We cannot expect such a one to be 
successful, either in the conversion of sinners, or 


in edifying the souls of the faithful. But when 


the minister is @ burning and a Shining light, when 


he is @ good man full of faith, and of the gifts and 
graces of the Holy Ghost,4 we may hope for pros- 


perity to attend the people among whom he la- 


bours. When the minister is cloathed with right- 


eousness and salvation, then is the time for the 
Saints to shout aloud for joy, & and to rejoice in 
goodness. Those who bear the vessels of the Lord 
in the sanfuary, ought to be clean, in doctrine, 
in government, and in conversation. They 
should be able to say, in respect to their fidelity 
in preaching the truth, with the apostle Paul, © I 


Acts vi. 2. + Ac xi. 24. Fal. exxxii. 9. 
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kept back nothing that was profitable unto you; 
but have shewed you, and have taught you pub- 

licly and from house to house, testifying repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. I take you to record this day, that 
I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have 
not shunned to declare unto you, all the counsel 
of God.“ The popular mode so much in use at 
this day of allegorizing the sacred scriptures, or 
amusing the people with a loose, inaccurate ha- 
rangue, without entering into the life and spirit 
of the subject chosen, I am verily persuaded is not 
calculated to promote christian edification. Such 
a plan of preaching may gain the applause of the 
ignorant, and please the gazing multitude, but 
cannot afford substantial nourishment to the 
hungry soul. A sound, savoury, edifying gospel 
ministry is of very great importance indeed. The 
gospel in its purity is the glory of the church. 
It is the joyful ound. What glad tidings, what 


_ "a pleasing variety of the most important, inter- 


esting and entertaining subjects it contains! How 

delightful, how improving to sit under such a 

ministry, and at the same time, to be favoured 

with a spiritual relish for the bread of heaven! 

What a blessing to a church when the Lord gives 

her a pastor after his own heart, to feed her with 
b 3 
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knowledge and understanding! Tour eyes mall are 
Four teachers, and your ears shall hear a voice he- 
hind you, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, 
when ye turn to the right hand, or to the left. The 
faithful watchman gives the warning, and the 
time of the night. The truths of the gospel con- 
stitute a feast of fat things for the hungry poor. 
God's ancient love; the choice of men to ever- 
lasting salvation; complete redemption througi 
the blood of Jesus; the covenant of peace, order- 
ed in all things and sure; efficacious grace in con- 
version; free justification by the righteousness 
of Christ; the fullness of the mediator; and the 
final security of the saints in the hand of the Di- 
vine Redeemer; these are subjects on which judi- 
cious ministers will enlarge, with energy, freedom 
and pleasure; deducing from them the most 
powerful incitements to love, humility, zeal, and 
universal holiness. At the same time, they will 
$Shew the efficacy of these truths on their own 
hearts and lives, and be, in their measure, able to 
say to the people of their charge, Ye are witness- 
es, and God also, how holily, and justly, and un- 
blamably we behaved ourselves among you that be- 
lieve.* Happy is the church who is favoured 
with such a minister; it may be expected that a 
degree of prosperity will attend her. 


* 1 Thes. ii. 10. 
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5. This blessing stands connected with a 
diligent attention to the order and discipline of 
the house of God. Prosperity cannot rationally. 
be expected in a religious community where the 

divine laws are trifled with or neglected. If no 
regard be had to discipline, let no one think it 
strange should error, superstition, confusion and 
folly prevail, like the briars and thorns which 
overspread the field of the slothful. A litile leav- 
en, in process of time, will leaven the whole 
lump.* A church without discipline is like a 
vineyard without walls, or a field without fence. 
In the house of the Lord, there are set thrones of 
judgment, and if these are not assumed in proper 
time, and with due care and faithfulness, the most 
disagreeable consequences will soon appear. Due 
order is the beauty of any society, whether civil 
or religious. To attend to this, in a christian 
community, is the direct way to promote peace, 
holiness and happiness. This is to walk worthy 
the vocation wherewith we are called; to ensure 
the blessing of the Lord, and to possess tranquil- 
hity among ourselves. 

6. This prosperity consists in unity of spir- 
it, and harmony of judgment. Oneness of mind 
is desirable in every community, but most of all 
in the societies of which we speak. If two can- 

b 4 
1 Cor. v. 6, 7 Eph. iv. 1. 
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not comfortably walk together except they be 
agreed,“ much less can twenty, or any larger 
number. The bond of peace cannot be maintained 
where the unity of the Spirit is wanting. Hence 
the apostle Paul strenuously exhorts the Corinthi- 
ans, that they would all speak the game thing, that. 
there might be no divisions among them ; but that 
they might be perfectly joined together, in the ame 
mind, and in the same judgment. 

7. It consists in the stedfastness of each 
member in that relation which they bear to one. 
another in the Lord. Do you ask in what in- 
stances this should appear? I answer. They 
should be stedfast in their profession of the truth; 
in filling up their places in the house of God 
upon all occasions, stated or otherwise; in avoid- 
ing every thing which has a tendency to disturb 
the peace of the brotherhood ; as whispering, 
backbiting, defaming and evil-speaking. Some 
men have such a violent inclination to reproach 
every one's character but their own, and such 
mighty talents for the purpose, as render them 
very unfit for christian, I had almost said, civil 
society. They Sow discord among bretberen. 
Such persons in fact are a pest to any commu- 
nity, 2 nuisance to any church; and at the same 
time, they are a perpetual torment to themselves. 


Amos iii, 3. + 1 Cor. i. 10, 
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The members of churehes should be steady in 
their endeavours to promote peace; steady in 
their love to one another, Charity is the bond 
of perfeness; and brotherly love should continue. 
They should be steady in supporting the Re- 
deemer's interest in all things, and at all times. 
When this is the case in a christian commu- 
nity, we may pronounce it prosperous. 
In fine, 98 
8. Above all the rest, the prosperity of a 
church consists in the enjoyment of the presence 
and blessing of the Lord. If this is wanting, 
the things before named will not, cannot consti- 
tute a church happy. But if the Lord be with 
his people, and grant them the tokens of his ap- 
probation and favour, whether they be many or 
few in number, whether they be rich or poor in 
this world, whether their abilities be feeble or 
large; they must be happy, they will prosper. 
I his face bine upon them, if he make provision 
for them and sanctify it to them, if he take up his 
residence among them, if he watch over and feed 
his flock like a shepherd; if he maintain their 
cause, Support them under their trials, and fight 
their battles; if he sit at his table, bless his or- 
dinances, arm his word with power, and crown it 
with success, it must be well wich them; it can- 
not be otherwise. They will, in such a case, 
Hourisb in the courts of our God, and bring forth 
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fruit even in old age; they will be like a well was 
tered garden, or like a field which the Lord beth 
blessed. 

We now come, 

III. To consider what ought to be the con- 
duct and practice of the individuals of a church of 
Christ, in order to the enjoyment of the blessing 
requested in the text. 

And, 

1. It is necessary that they continue in the 
truth received. Not only is it needful to the 
well-being of a religious society, that the minister 
be sound and orthodox, but also, that the indi- 
viduals of such a society put a just value on the 
precious doctrines of divine grace, revealed in the 
zacred scriptures. It is their incumbent duty, on 
proper occasions, to Strive together for the faith 
once delivered to the saints, and to contend earn- 
estly for it. The truth is a precious treasure : 
Buy it you may, at any rate; but you are not to 
dispose of it under any consideration. To trifle 
with the gospel, and make light of it, must be 
displeasing to its Divine Author. He loves to 
see his people valiant for the truth; and it grieves 
his Holy Spirit to see them otherwise. Ff, says 
he to them, ye continue in my word, then are ye 
my disciples indeed. And one of his most faithful 
Servants gives this charge in his name; As ye 
have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 50 walk ye 
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in him, rooted and built up in him, and established 
in the faith as ye have been taught. And indeed, 
without this, we can neither bring glory to God, 
nor enjoy prosperity. 

21. Order and regularity chould be regarded 
by every member, in the management of church 
affairs. This is not to be the concern of the min- 
ister only. The whole community should unite 
in a steady and vigilant endeavour to de all things 
decently and in order. And though I have had 
occasion to mention this under a former head, yet 
the great importance, and too general neglect of 
it, I hope will apologize for my introducing it 
again. The church at Corinth was highly blamed 
by the apostle Paul for their inattention to order 
in several particulars. The King of Zion is jeal- 
ous of his honour, and will not see his authority 
Slighted, his laws neglected, and the decorum of 
his house disregarded, without giving some token 
of his disapprobation. He is not the author of 
confusion, nor will he give countenance to it ; but 
the concrary. Prosperity cannot be had without 
order. It is in vain to expect it, and inconsistent 
to pray for it. 

3. Humility and lowliness of mind are nec- 
essary to prosperity. They are greatly mistaken 
who call the proud happy. Pride is the root of 
much evil in society. It is one of the abomina- 
tions which God hates. He resists the proud, and 
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beholds them afar off; but he gives grace to the 
bumble ; he dwells with them; affords them the 
Special tokens of his favour, and beautifies them 
with salvation. If we wish to prosper, let us 
learn of our Divine Master, to be meek and lowly 
in heart ; 50 Shall we find rest unto our Souls ; $0 
Shall we be guarded against the evils of strife and 
contention, the natural off-spring of pride, and 
the bane of prosperity. The apostle's advice de- 
Serves our most serious attention; Let nothing be 
done through 5trife or vain glory; but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem other better than them- 
Selves. | © 
This will lead us to mutual submission and 
condescension. When men are wise in their own 
conceits ; when a haughty over-bearing spirit pre- 
vails, the comfort of society will be frequently 
disturbed. There are almost in every church, 
Some, who like Diotrophes, love to have the pre- 
eminence. With men of this disposition, their 
word must be law, and their humour the rule of 
all the church's proceedings. We are therefore 
exhorted not to be wise in our own conceits, but to 
submit one to another in the fear of God. ---Seest 
thou a man, says Solomon, wise in his own conceit, 
there is more hope of a fool than of him. 
: therefore add, 
If we wish for the prosperity of the relig- 
ious ee to which we belong, we must study 
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to be quiet, and labour to promote peace. The 
connection between peace and prosperity is 50 
close, that the latter cannot be enjoyed without 
the former. The sons of strife, the angry, the 
litigious and contentious, are the greatest enemies 
to a church's happiness. Ever restless and un- 
easy in themselves, they are most of all in their 
element when sowing discord, raising disputes, 
making mischief and promoting contention. 
And though this is frequently done under a pre- 
tence of zeal for truth, and regard for holiness, yet 
the baseness of it may easily be discerned. The 
sacred scriptures teach us to tear off the mask, and 
to trace this conduct to its vile original. For 
whereas there are among you, envying and strie, 
and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men 
under the government of unsanctified principles. 
The wwisdom with which such men pretend to be 
inspired, is not from above, saith the apostle 
James, but is earthly, Sensual, devilich, For 
where envying and 5trife is, there is confusion and 
every evil work; the very reverse of prosperity. 
The God whom we serve, is not the Author of 
zuch confusion, but of peace. We profess to be 
the disciples and subjects of the Prince of peace; 
and to be under the guidance of the Spirit of peace 
and love; let us therefore follow after the things 
that make for peace, and things whereby one may 
edify another, Let us, as commanded of God, 
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mark them which cause divisions and offences, cun- 
trary to the doctrine which we have learned, and 
gvoid them. Let us Study to be quiet, and to be 
at peace among ourselves, if we wish to have the 
smiles, the blessing and presence of the God of 
love and peace. 

The Spirit, like a peaceful dove, 

Flies from the realms of noise and strife; 

Why should we vex and grieve his love, 

Who seals our souls to heav'nly life? 

| Warrs. 
To suppose that there should be, in any 

church, no difference of opinion in lesser matters, 


is to suppose, either that all the individuals of 


which it consists, are equally wise and equally di- 
vested of pre- conceived prejudices; which can- 
not at all be expected; or it is to suppose, that 
the understanding of one part is submitted to that 
of another. Were this latter to be the case, we 
could not call it uniformity of sentiment, but 
only of profession. This would at once be con- 
trary to that sincerity which truth requires, and 
an infringement on that liberty of private judg- 
ment which is every man's unalienable right. 
But charity, humility and moderation should in- 
duce those to live in peacc, who have different 
views in circumstantial matters. And if the im- 
portance of every duty is to be estimated by the 
frequency with which it is inculcated in the scrip- 
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tures, there is scarcely one that we ought more 
attentively to regard. 

5. If we desire to have prosperity in the 
cominunity to which we belong, let us, in imita- 
tion of the pious psalmist in our text, earnestly 
pray for it. O Lord, I beseech thee, gend now 
prosperity. It is God, we have seen, that gives 
it; and he bestows it in answer to the fervent 
requests of his people. All human efforts to ob- 
tain it without his benediction, will certainly be 
unsuccessful. But on the other hand, it has sel- 
dom, perhaps never been known, that a church 
has been unprosperous, while a spirit of prayer 
has been experienced. The Lord loves to dwell 
where such sacrifices as prayer and praise are con- 
stantly and ardently offered up on his altar. Spir- 
itual prayer and thanksgiving, from the pious 
hearts and hallowed lips of his dear people, are 
offerings of a sweet smell in his nostrils. Do we 
not hear him thus address his church? O my 
dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the 5e- 
cret places of the Stairs, let me cee thy countenance, 
let me bear thy voice; for Sweet is thy voice, and 
thy countenance is comely. Great prayer, and great 
prosperity frequently accompany each other, as 
well in societies as individuals. The weakest 
members of a christian community, who are in- 
capacitated for doing any thing towards the wel- 
fare of the body any other way, may do much in 
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the way of 8 with the Father of mercies; 
for the effetual fer vent prayer of @ righteous 
man availeth much, From many passages of 
Scripture it might be proved, that God will not 
grant his gracious presence to a prayerless and 


ungrateful people; and with equal clearness it 


might be demonstrated, that, 
It sha' n't be said, that praying breath 
« Was ever spent in vain,” 

In a word, 

6. If, as individuals, we wish for the church's 
prosperity, we must be careful, through divine 
grace, to have our conversation as it becometh the 
gospel of Christ, Holiness and happiness are 
inseparably connected. God has joined them to- 
gether ; let no man vainly attempt to put them 
asunder. Where the one is found, the other 
must exist also, in some good degree. Holiness 
of conversation is what God requires, and what 
tends to glorify his name. As such, where it is 
conscientiously maintained, he will manifest his 
approbation of it. He that hath my command- 
ments and keepeth them, he it is, saith our gra- 
cious Redeemer, that leveth me; and be that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will 
love him, and will manifest myself to him. And 
again; If a man love me, he will keep my words: 
and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with bim. All that 
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constitutes prosperity is comprehended in these 
promises ; ; and the conduct necessary to the en- 
joyment hereof, is evidently marked out. 

Let us then, dear bretheren, labour to be 
blameless and harmless, without rebuke ; shining as 
lights in the world; doing justly, loving mercy, and 

walking humbly with our God. Denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, let us live goberly, righte- 
ously, and godly, in this present world. Thus shall 
we best prove that our repentance is sincere; our 
faith unfeigned; our hope lively, sure and sted- 
fast; and our fear that which God hath himself 
put into our hearts, that we should never depart 
from him. Thus may we warrantably expect 
that prosperity which is hoped for in vain in a 
contrary course. The Lord meeteth bim that re- 
joiceth and worketh righteousness; he will with-. 
hold no good thing from him that walketh uprightly. 
Be assured, all that hear me this day, that the 
Holy Spirit will never dwell in an unclean tem- 
ple, nor grant his heavenly comforts to an unholy 
people. But those that honour him, he will honour» 

These, brethren, are the things necessary 
to be attended to, by the individuals of a gospel 
church, in order to the happiness of such a com- 
munity. Things which, if they have due weight 
with you, and are zealously practised by you, will 
be attended with che blessing of prosperity. 

a 
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I shall now, as was proposed, 
IV. Close with # few plain remarks. 
I. The formation and constitution of gospel 


churches serve to display the wisdom and good- 


ness of God. Men, in every state, and under 
every character, are formed for society ; and con- 
stant experience teacheth us, that this is necessary 
to the happiness of human nature. Knowledge 
is advanced by an intercourse of sentiments ; the 
heart is disburdened by a communication of its 
cares and sorrows ; good designs are strengthened 
by mutual converse; and the satisfactions we oc- 
casionally find, are greatly heightened by partici- 
pation. In a thousand instances, two are better 
than one. | 

The societies we have been describing, are 
wisely and graciously ordained by him who knew 
our necessities, for promoting the welfare of our 
Souls. They are calculated for the exercise and 
advancement of every christian virtue; and $0 
to form us for the communion of saints in the 


kingdom of our Father. Of the city of God, even 


in this militant state, glorious things are spoken in 
the scriptures of truth. How particularly are its 
inhabitants described, how plainly are its officers 
delineated, how fully are its privileges declared, and 
how largely are its ordinances, institutions and laws 
set forth, to the view of every serious and atten- 
tive enquirer! Of a society of christians, walking in 
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gospel order, and closely united by the bond of 
perfefness, it may be said, that they are beautiful 
as Tirza, comely as Ferusalem, and terrible to their 
enemies as an army with banners. Nothing, in 
the present state of things, affords us so striking 
a figure of the felicity of saints in a future world, 
2. It ought therefore to be esteemed a sin- 
gular happiness to have a name and a place in a 
gospel church. Here the sheep of Christ are 
led, as in green pastures ; here they are caused to 
lie down beside the still waters. Here the needy 
are supplied, and the hungry fed with the feast of 
fat things; here the thirsty drink of the river of 
pleasures, the streams whereof make glad the city 
of God. They are abundantly satisfied with the 
fatness of his house, they drink and forget their 
poverty, and remember their misery no more. Here 
the weak are strengthened, the weary are refresh- 
ed, the mournful and broken in heart are comfort- 
ed. Here the sick, the wounded, the maimed, 
the halt and the blind are healed. Here the ig- 
norant are enlightened, taught of God, and led in 
the way everlasting. Here they behold the beauty 
of the Lord, and enquire in his temple. Here they 
dwell and walk with God. No wonder then that 
we hear them saying, Surely goodness and mercy 
ball follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
_ dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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3. How deficient then must such christians 
be in their duty, who after all that a gracious God 
has done for them, wrought in them, and promis- 
ed to them, neglect to unite in gospel fellowship! 
Were all the Lord's people to follow their exam- 
ple, christian societies would have no existence. 
The obligations to any duty must bear proportion 
to the importance of it; and the importance of 
a duty must be estimated by the advantages at- 
tending it, and the effects it promotes, under the 
blessing of the Almighty. These, we have seen, 
are many in the present case. And yet there are 
some pious persons, who, under various pretences, 
live in the neglect of christian communion. Some 
alledge in excuse for this neglect, their fear that 


they are not the subjects of a divine change; yet 


they have hope in God that they shall not be shut 
out from heaven when they die, nor excluded from 
the assemblies of the saints in light. Some neg- 
lect this duty because of the many imperfections 
which attend them through their whole lives; not 
considering, that the same reason is of equal force 
for the neglect of every duty. Some refuse to 
enter into a gospel church because they have not 
atcained to a full assurance; as though this were 
required of those who join in christian fellowship. 
Some tell us they are afraid of apostatizing, and 
proving a scandal to the good cause; as though 
the means to avoid this were not cleaving to God 
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in all his institutions. Plausible as these excuses 
may seem at first view, they will not bear a strict 
examination. Perhaps they are founded on pride, 
ignorance and unbelief; and suggested by Satan, 
our grand adversary. Such persons do not con- 
sider, that by this delay, they weaken the credit 
of their own religious character; they dishonour 
God; they disobey their gracious Redeemer 
whom they profess to love; they wrong the 
church; they forsake their own mercies; and set 
a bad example before others who have their eyes 
upon them. 

Yet I would observe, 

4. None should propose for fellowship with 
a church of Christ, but such as are willing to do 
all in their power towards promoting its prosperi- 
ty. Personal advantage is not the only thing to 
be had in view in such a proposal. The welfare 
of the whole body should be aimed at. Look not 
every man on his oton things, but every man also on 
the things of others, is the charge the great teacher 
of the Gentiles gives us. We should, if we are 
connected with the Lord's people, be ready to de- 
ny ourselves for the general good, and have the 
happiness of the society to which we belong, much 
at heart. This is no more than what that bond 
of perſectness by which we are happily united, re- 
quires. Personal interest should give place to 
public advantage. Charity Seeketh not bes own 
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things; but makes all reasonable concessions in 
reſerence to these, where the superior interest of 
the church is concerned. There is too much 
reason to lament the prevalency of a contrary dis- 
position among the professors of christianity; 
for all Seek their own, and not the things that are 
Jesus Christ's. That holy man whom we have 
just mentioned, has given us a most surprizing 
instance of self-denial for the church's advantage, 
in his own case. He had a desire to depart, and 
to be with Christ ; this he knew was better beyond 
all comparison and expression, than a longer con- 
tinuance on earth would have been, had he re- 
garded only his own happiness; yet he was heartily 
willing, for the good of others, to forego, for a 
while, the enjoyment of celestial felicity. When 
he considered, that to abide in the flesb was more 
needful for the church, he acquiesced in his lot, 
though he was then in prison, and knew that 
bonds and afflictions should attend him here. 
Let those then who seek to have a place in the 
family of God upon earth, seriously consider how 
deeply they ought to be concerned for its pros- 
perity. And may infinite mercy enkindle 1n all 
our hearts, a more earnest solicitude in this be- 
half! To this end, | 

5. Let those who make a public profession 
of christianity, and are members of the visible 
church of Christ, frequently reflect on the dignity 
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and importance of the cause in which they are 
embarked. Is there any thing of equal, of com- 
parable importance? It is the cause of Christ, 
and of that holy religion which is revealed in the 
Bible. It relates to the concerns of the soul, and 
of eternity. Other concerns bear no more pro- 
portion to these, than the drop of a bucket bears 
to the boundless ocean ; or the light of a dim ta- 
per to the meridian sun. The cause you have 
espoused, christians, 1s that which has employed 
the thoughts, the counsels and purposes of the 
Most High, from all eternity. It is that which 
the Lord Jesus Christ, in infinite wisdom, love 
and mercy, came to establish on earth, and for 
which he shed his precious blood, when he obtain- 
ed eternal redemption for us. This view of it will 
serve to enliven your gratitude, to inflame your 
zeal, and to promote your activity and diligence 
in all holy obedience to the divine will. 

6. Let meentreat you who are joined to the 
Lord in gospel fellowship, to consider, how 
nearly the comfort of your minister stands con- 
need with your pious and humble deportment. 
Would you wish to have him chearful, lively, 
Spiritual and happy in the great work to which he 
is called ; would you wish to have him comfort- 
able in his studies, enlarged in his ministry, fruit- 
ful in his visits, and improving in his abilities ? 
Be concerned then to walk worthy of your voca- 
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tion. Be watchful in the discharge of every duty, 
zealous in opposing every sin, and assisting to 
your minister in all matters of discipline in the 
house of God. Obey him who has the rule over 
vou; sympathize with him in his troubles ; esfeem 
4 bim highly for his work's ate; pray often and 
\ | earnestly for him; and in all other respects, be- 
n | have to him as the servant of Christ. A dis- 
4 orderly walk in those who profess to be the fol- 
4 lowers of Christ, is almost enough to break the 
| heart of a pious minister. The complaint of the 
apostle Paul has often been renewed; Many 
walk, of whom 1 tell you even weeping, that they 
are the enemies of the cross of Christ ; whose end is 
destruction, whose God is their belly, whose glory is 
1 in their shame, who mind earthly things, On the 
| | other hand, a humble, steady, zealous, lively and 
| orderly people, are the life and joy of a minister ; 
for now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord. 

7. Let me remind you of that awful hour 
which will put a period to your existence in this 
world, and how -painful your reflections will then 
be, if you disregard the advice given you. The 
christian's hope, whether in life or death, is not 

founded on his obedience ; but on the sure foun- 
| dation which God has laid in Zion. Other foun- 
dation can no man lay, than that is laid, which is 
Christ Jesus. His peace is not derived from his 
own works; but from that which satisfies justice 
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and removes human guilt, even the atoning sacri- 
fice of Him who is our peace. Nevertheless, 
when we come to face the king of terrors, and to 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
the recollection of past miscarriages, and irregu- 
larities in our walk, will disquiet our consciences, 
darken our evidences, and fill us with gloomy 
despondency, if not with distraction. Sin never 
fails to bring anguish and sorrow into the minds 
and consciences of even good men, sooner or 


later. And how painful must it be in the awful 


hour of death, to be filled with guilty confusion, 
in reviewing our unfaithfulness, our disorderly 
walk, and unchristian-like behaviour, when no 
opportunity can be had for reformation! How 
keen will be the anguish of our self-accusing 
thoughts! But may God of his infinite mercy, 
save us from these terrors at our last hour, by 
keeping us from that which might occasion them! 
May it be our constant care, who have a place in 
the church of Christ on earth, to attend with con- 
scientious diligence, to all that which is necessary 
to spiritual prosperity]! May we encourage and 
assist the religious societies to which we belong, 
by our steady and unblameable conversation, our 
constant attendance on the means of grace, our 
counsel and advice, our prayers, and our property, 
as need requires! Brethren, as you regard the 
| honour of God, the credit of religion, the welfare 
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of the church, and the peace and happiness of 
your own souls in life and at death, think on these 
things. I close all with the animating words of 
that holy man who poured forth the aspiration in 
our text; Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they 
Shall prosper that love thee. Peace be within thy 
walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my 
brethren and companions' sakes, I will now gay, 
Peace be within thee ! 


— 


ET 


THE END. 
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